
All’s Fair
A YOUNG MAN, HEARTBROKEN WHEN HIS GIRLFRIEND DUMPS HIM, HIRES

A PROSTITUTE TO RECREATE THE MUNDANE INTIMACIES HE USED TO TAKE
FOR GRANTED

Todd Strauss-Schulson  is  an extreme filmmaker and director—a manic camera-
wielding dynamo whose style could be compared to Edgar Wright.  That being
said,  Strauss-SchulsonRather,  he  seems  to  be  approaching  short  film  as  a  big
creative sandbox. Strauss-Schulson has style.
I was first exposed to Strauss-Schulson’s short form work with last year’s Valibation, a
whiz-bang  cautionary  tale  about  our  connected  culture  that  has  the  unique
qualifier of being the only short film ever to make me want to vomit and laugh
hysterically at the same time. With All’s Fair, he continues his penchant for splashy
visuals  and hyper-editing.  For  those who’ve seen The Wolf  of  Wall  Street,  you’ll
recognize the lead actor, played by Thomas Middleditch.
All’s Fair is a story about your everyday dude who just wants to put the pieces of his
life back together. Breaking-up sucks. Worst of all, you can’t fast-track through the
pain of separation—sometimes us humans just need to suffer emotionally in order
to grow and move on. All’s Fair is, at its heart, a moralistic tale about coming to
terms with that pain and being willing to accept it. 
Strauss-Schulson claims that his own personal break-up inspired the creation of this
film. Well, through his pain, he’s crafted something that makes me want to squeal
with short-loving joy. 
That, ladies and gents, is what the magic of movies is all about.
Review by Ivan Kander
http://www.shortoftheweek.com/2014/01/09/alls-fair/
http://vimeo.com/82070977

ACTIVITIES                                                                                                                             
BEFORE WATCHING THE FILM                                                                                               

1. Are there many kinds of love or just one?
2. Is it possible to live without love?                                                                             

NOW WATCH THE FILM                                                                                                         
AFTER WATCHING THE FILM, DISCUSS THESE QUESTIONS IN GROUP:

1. Why do you think Miranda has waited so much time to say that she loves 
Justin?

2. How do you think Roye felt when Miranda said that she loves his friend?
3. If you were Roye would you try to make up with this person?
4. Would you ask for advice from your best friend?
5. What do you think the best advice for Roye is? What would you 

recommend?
6. Do you think that Phoenix has acted well?
7. Imagine you are Roye, what would you do if you saw Justin?
8. If you break up with your love, would you hire somebody to recreate the 

mundane intimacies?
9. Why did Roye ask Phoenix for a bit of wisdom? What do you think about 

this? 
10.How would you continue the story?
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